BFREE

WHO ARE WE?

BFREE is an Non-Governmental Organization that
owns and operates a field station on a 1,153 acre
privately protected area in the rainforest of Southern
Belize committed to conserving the biodiversity and
cultural heritage of Belize.
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BELIZE HICATEE
LAWS AND REGULATIONS

1. It is lllegal to Buy or Sell a Hicatee

2. No person shall have in his possession more than three turtles at
any given time.

3. ltisillegal to catch Hicatee between the 1st of May and the 31st of
May.

4. No person shall transport more than five turtles in any vehicle.

5. There are size limits: caught females must be between 15.2 inches
and 17.2 inches (carapace length). To measure length, hold the turtle
securely, stretch measuring tape from the top edge of the shell (head
region) down the center of the shell (carapace) to the bottom edge
(tail region).

6. No person shall possess or use a net to take Hicatee.

7. It is illegal to capture Hicatee in the following areas: Belize River:
Beaver Dam Creek to Labouring Creek, New River: Irish Creek to Water
Bank, Rio Bravo: Upstream from Dos Bocas Dam, also Booth’s River,
Cox and Mucklehany Lagoons, headwaters of Mussel Creek, Northern
and Southern Lagoons and tributaries (Manatee Lagoons and Manatee
River), and SibunRiver: between Ferguson Bank and Sibun Bar

“Fueling Conservation through Research and
Awareness for a Greener Tomorrow and
Thriving Hicatee Today!"
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