
Itinerary - 6 Nights/7 Days:
2/28: Arrive at Phillip W. Goldson International Airport in Belize City and take 
a Maya Island Air flight to Savannah airstrip for transportation to the BFREE 
Biological Research Station. Meet other participants and settle into 
accommodations. Overnight at BFREE.
3/1-3/3: Health Assessments on all captive turtles. Overnight at BFREE.
3/4: Support the implementation of recommended changes made during 
health checks. Overnight at BFREE.
3/5:  Depart the BFREE Biological Research Station and drive north to  visit 
the Tropical Education Center and a tour of the Belize Zoo, known as the best 
little Zoo in the world.Overnight at Tropical Education Center.
3/6: Depart  to International airport for travel home.
Participants: 
Participants include world-class wildlife veterinarians, zookeepers, turtle 
biologists, students and specialists from Belize and the US.

Professional development opportunity in 
the rainforest of Belize.

Participate in the bi-annual health 
assessment of captive Dermatemys mawii 
at the BFREE Field Station. Assist with all 
aspects of the health check including 
collection from the breeding ponds, 
ultrasounds to determine reproductive 
status, measuring and marking turtles, and 
data collection.

Learn how a large, off-the-grid, breeding 
facility is managed; including diet 
propagation, use of solar water pumps, 
and much, much more.

Dates: February 28 - March 6, 2019

Costs: $950 - Includes all meals and 
in-country transportation. Does not include 
international airfare.

More Info: tsanville@bfreebz.org 
        www.bfreebz.org

HICATEE HEALTH ASSESSMENT
About the Hicatee Turtle:
This large, aquatic freshwater turtle has been intensely harvested for its meat  
virtually eliminating it  from much of its former range in Central America. The 
lone surviving representative of the family Dermatemydidae, Dematemys 
mawii, is a unique evolutionary lineage. Classified as Critically Endangered 
(facing an extremely high risk of extinction) by the IUCN Red List, and is listed 
in the report Turtles in Trouble: The World’s 25 Most Endangered Tortoises 
and Freshwater Turtles – 2018.
Hicatee Conservation and Research Center:
This captive breeding facility  is located at the BFREE Biological Field Station 
in the rainforest of southern Belize. The HCRC is a joint project of BFREE and 
the Turtle Survival Alliance and is the only ex-situ facility maintaining D. mawii 
in captivity for the purpose of studying aspects of its biology and behavior. 


